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MOUNTED SCOUTS
- MAINSTAY OF RUSS

Raid German Lines and Often
Hold Enemy in
Check.

HEROISM OF RED CROSS
COLUMNS UNDER FIRE

Often Called Upon to Feed Healthy
as Well as Succor the
Wounded.

Correspondence of the Associgied ['ress

HEADQUARTERS OF THE RUSSIAN
ARMY OF THE CENTER, December
18.—One of the most perilous branches
of army service in Russia is that of
mounted scouts, an organization pecu-
Har to the Siberinn Corps. There are
100 of these =couts to each regiment,
and a hardier, more daring lot of rough
riders would be hard to find. They are
for the most part plainsmen, whose
1ife has been =pent in the open and on
horsehack.

This organization played impor-
tant part in the Japanese where
by their impetuous attacks they saved
the Russian itroops in many instances
from heav: losses. Aflter the Japaunese
war they were disbanded, but with the
outbreak of present conflict were
reorganized by Capt. Benjamin essot-
sky, who became their conmp:zmler.
Puring the recent months while the
Russians and Gemnaus have been fae-
ing ench other in the trenches these
scouis frequently have raided the Ger-
man lines, and during the last week
in November on the eastern front chey
bagred a German staff, consisting of
two gener a doctor and six non-
commniissio I officers, A cvolonel and
muany soliiers were killed in the ac-
Tion
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City Defended by Scouts.
following concerning

ivities earlier in the war

officer at the front,

The incidents
the sconls act

[V5

were given an

who pated in the ts rejuated:

Al he afternoon of S«p-
telnber 2% companies of the
firzt division Lieir positions before
Warsew to take up others behind the
defenses of the city. The entire de-
fense of the city was left to the Si-
berian scouts. Commander Pessotsky,
who had r ined with the scouts,
teok upos himself 1o order hizs men to
spread oul and occupy iae left wing

of the positions between Yulanova and

Novo Ivitehni, in front of a woods.

The tGermans hbegan to zdvance on
Novo Ivitehni, sending # fiy :"ﬂ|l,]111l1|
in front. Pessotsky ordered his men to
open fire. The German column to their
surprise began to full back, firing.
Pessoisky got on top of a small house
and through his glesseg observed the
anemy, ordering changes in position to
give the impression thit the trenches
were fully manned. The Cermans be-
man sireiling the village and the house
where he wa= In face of this, he sent
an officer to the rear, saying that he
was holding the position and asking
thut reinforcements he sent. The ene-
my began pressing forward in force,
but Pessotsky i action had given
time for the whole Russian column to
move forward again and by a flanking
to drive back the Germuns,
This was the beginning of the German
retreat that ended at their frontier.

It may also be =uid that during this
war the Russian Hed Cross has done
more than ever could have been ex-
pected of it. The doctors, surgeons and
sisters on the one hand and the volun-
teer organizations on the other have
worked with marvelous efficiency.

Red Cross Flying Columns.

One of the most interesting phases of
the work is the operation of the flying
colymns, which move along with the
army and work while engagements are
in progress In each filving column
there iz an officer in charge with all the
rights of & commmander of a
separate military unit, although he may
eome from civil life. Besides him there
are two or three aids. The medical
side of the organization is represented
by three surgeons, eight students and
gisters. One hundred and eighty
10 esch columnp are assigned and
ed tn work required of them,
from the of enlisted men. The
column has » a large number of san-
carrii several fAeld kitchens,
sperating rooms and in case of
tents to live in.
the battle the column iz di- |
ints three sections. The com-|
mander, & ther mo d or afoot, moves |
forward with the nitars, as near as
possible o trenches. Sometimes
thev locate in the trenches themselves.
Very often when trenches or positions
change hands the fiying column has to
wtay on uut!l the last, to take away the
pite of the danger of fall-
tng into the enemy’'s hands Two col-
numrns have heen entirely destroyved hy
the fire of the enemy and several have
heen capiured, 1o say nothing of indi-
ymong other columns. Not
v to bring first xid to the
trenches, hut frequently they must
transport the wounded in thelr sani-
tary carriages through the zome of ar-
v fire

ne the hattle the columns also or-
ganize field feeding points and bring
te the trenches not oply first aid, but
fo0d for the wounded., who often must
Ne for hours before they can be moved.
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A Scrap of Paper.
Prem ihe [hg
Arcording to [e Figaro, the famous ex-

ndan  Advertiser

pressinn, A scrap of paper.’ was u=ed | Are and by the transportation of big
as leng ago as the eighteenth century by | guns, ammunition and food supplies
l.ord Chesterfield, and, strangelv enougi, For those in charge of the O
o bBrand the of an ancestor of struction of connections hetween the
i 3 3 e L | ATHIiES and home™ the task has grown
Willia =k Fredericii Wimself | o 1§ sach kilometer that the Germans
The lutter, hetrayving the French alliance | have won from tlie Russiins. Frior to
to negotiate in an underhand way with | the f:;]l. of Warsaw there ere :1E||,;rn.‘(;
NN a 3 hin < Y ochon imately 1,046 kilometers (656 miles) o
t_'t '(If: :"bn'lr'r.!u:r.”‘l':m.“:r:-,: 0;: !I"r:l s to be repalred, but when the
s peRin 1o Lorg esteriieid that | poesians retreated to Hrest Litovsk
the invarion of Bohemia had not been a|und then yndoned that fortress, the
real Bet of aggression, but a precaution | mileage ine caserd I:in L.440 kilometers
et et B Fre e (2,400 nilles) and the difficulties in-
n_f Prgatl ‘. ol ieiting aken againat the volved grew greater with each addi-
I!f!_'o-;l--. vl ».r,..n-- of ”rr:; 1 politicians. tional mile
-' Mpid A HORE replied = Lord The Germans found, on their arrival,
Chesterfield. - ,”"”“-" fears, wh a few =o-cialled “imperial roads’ which
thexr be well or i1l founded, are wuf were, for the most part, strips of sand.
grounds for taking up arms ageinst a | pegy, the inhabitantsor such of them
e gnhoar » anost solemn treaties are | .o pemuylned -they learned that taxes
onl; per If the powers thatl | tor the upkeep of the thoroughfares
" reasons to authorize |p.4 heen collected over and over—and
y = Thix conversation |, .ver spent for the purpose intended.
i rejated by wterfleld himsell In & 3 xecond clags of roads, the so-called
letter dated February 21, 1745, government stree were wll but im-

THE WATCHDOC OF THE HOME

ING OF POLES
15 GIGANTIC TASK

Germans Took Over Big Job
When They Conquered
Russian Province.

NEW RULERS WELCOMED
BY BULK OF THE PEOPLE

Men Inclined to Be Suspicious and
Must Be Forced Into
Work.

Corresponiience of the Associated Press,

WAHRSAW, December 3.—With thefr
arrival in Warsaw the Germans feund
that they not only had to support their
own huge armies, but had also to pro-
vide food and shelter for an enormous
number of Poles who had been driven
away from thelr homes, and then later

ad been sent back to villages burned
to the ground, villages in which there
remained no single house standing, not
one head of cattle and not one bushel
of gErain.

That Lhe extent of the damage might
he correctly estimated, a special de-
partment to investigate the destruction
was formed at once, i officers began
tours of the country districts to see
how great the needs of the returning
inhabitants might be. They reported
that the Kussians not only had burned
up all existing food supplies, but empty
baris that were to house the unbar-
Cattle packed into freight
trains had been destroved by =ending
the trains over destroyved bridges into
the rivers, In individual cases spe-
¢cial tra had been laid, down which
the cars were rolled to the water's
edege,
Banils

o

ed crop.
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of Russian =oldiers, the
vestigators claim. went systematic
through each village that was
abandoued, squirted petroleam over
each house, and then set the town in |
flames, Between 1,000 and 4,000 wvil-|
lages were destroyed in i wiay, their |
inhabitants being forced, under pen-
alty of death, to flee 1o the east.

Charges of Bribery Made.

Bribery played a not unimportant
part ‘n the retreat, it is As
consp.cuous examples, there stand, here
and there throughoui FPoland, lone
houses that have not suffered all.
The inhabitants maintain that their im-
munity was purchased with rubles, or
that they were left unmolested because

claimed.

at

MORTARS AND AMMUNITION TAKEN

FROM SERBS.

FIGHTING WEAPONS AND THOUSANDS OF ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION.

IN THE GREAT® ONSLATGHT ON THE SERBS BY THE FORCES OF THE CENTRAL POWERS, THE FORMER LOST A GREAT MANY OF THEIR

boistered up with wood and stone—and
710,000 ecubic meters (approximately
vards) have been used thus far in mak-
ing passable roads, even in districts
where no military need for them exists.
For instance, a road
kilometers in length has been built to
the south of Lodz, where there have
been no srmies for months, and where
there is no immediate prospect of a
need for good roads from a military

standpoint. The work continues, and
a contrast between the old and new
order of things-—easily obtainable in

the course of a ride outside of Lodz—
glves a glimpse of the constructive ef-
forts of the Germans.

proven thankful for what has been ac-
complished—additionally so because
thousands of its men and women have

they were Russian rather than Polish,
The Germans up to dale have been
able to investigate only a part o !Iual
territory evacuated by the Russians. |
They fear that the estimates of muny
hundreds of thousands of fugitives who
now are homeless will mount into the !
millions eventually. The investigations|
show that not oniy the houses along
the regular lines of retreat were de-
stroyed, but also that villages far re~=
moved from the main east-west roads|
were ravaged also. The only excep-
tions are the comparatively infrequent
colonies of Russians, as differentiated
from FMoles,

In thousands the Inhabitants were
driven eastward, but when the German
pursuit became too hot the civilians
inchuding old men and women—were
ruthlessly turned to one side of the
road and then ordered to go back in
the hope that they would obstruct Ger.
mans.
By

tens of thousands the men and
women who had been torn from their
homes died as they returned. Their
graves line miles of the roads in Po-
land. One German officer counted %27
civilian graves that hordered a single
thoroughfare within a spuace of twenty
kilometers.

Eventually the refugees returned te
the places where, for months, the Ger-
mans and the Russians had conducted
trench warfare. In the lack of houses,
the PFoles sought the trenches and
bomb-proof shelters as homes, and to-
day are living in them to a great ex-
tent.  Supplied with the necessities of
life by the Germans, they are cooking
their meals in the bottoms of chimneys
that still stand, and slowly are build-
ing themselves new homes.

Lumber From Royal Forests.

In anticipation of winter, the Germans
Legan cutting lumber from the Russian
royval forest= and delivering it to the
homeless Poles. The Polish Architee-
tural Society formulated plans for
houses—especially designed to house
Polish peasant families, and with =a
wing in which cattle could find shelter
and has supplied each homeless fam-
ily with them. Several hundred have
overcoms their suspicion of the Ger-
mang, partly because the house plans
are promulgated by Poles. and have
erected one-story homes of wood which
are wvastly more practical than their
old thatched colttages,

*The destruction of the retreating Rus-
sians was not confined 1o the country
villages, but included also every indus.
trr:! plant in the kingdom—regardless
of whether §t might be turned to mili-
tary usges or not. Thus, for example,
the linen factory in Zh rdow, which
wuas valoed at 5,000,000 marks, and
which emploved =ome 8,000 Poles, The
ownership of the factory was in Pol-
ish and German hands, and, in addition
to the hands In the main factory, about
30,000 Poles were emploved in the
branches, which went
with the destruction ofesthe parent con-
cern.

Reconstruction of Roads.

mething over million and a half
dollars has been expended by the Ger-
mans slnce their occupancy of Poland
reconstructing the unspeakably bad
roade that criss-cross the kingdom ar
more or less rare intervals, and which
have been all but destroved by artillery

"
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passable, and the ird variety consis!-
ed of roads that not only were impassa-
ble, but impossible. All three soris were
torn shells, cut by trenches 1
rutted by both RHussian and German
wagonsg bound for the front.

The Germans In charge of road re-
bullding c¢laim that they never have
had any word us to the ultimate inten-
tion of their government with reéspect
10 Pr that their work has gone on

ctive of any intentlon to annex
the anclent kingdom, that the work has
peen done purely ae @ sort of philan-
throple measure, and that 1t will stand
us & herituge for those who may in the
future govern Poland.

Work Is Done Thoroughly.

| That !t has been thoroughly done,
however, is attested to by the fact that
between 30,000 and 35,000 laborers have
been employed in the various sections
of Poland Most of these men are Foles,
thrown out of their ordinary occupa-
tions by a shortage of raw materials,
Throughout the length and hreadth of

!Tht:

out of business |

received emplovment in the reconstruc-
tion of the Polish reoads, and have in
this way been saved from the Starvi-
tion that otherwise stared them in the
face.

It is pecullar that the women, rather
than the have done the most to-
ward reha ftating their own country.
women and grown children have
proved themszelves industrious workers
for the reconstruction of Poland, while
the men, with few exceptions, have had
to be driven, and have never overcome
their suspicion of the Germans. This
suspicion, it is assumed, iz founded on
generations of experience of Hussian
domination. The men, rather than work,
offer bribes to the Germans, as they
used to offer them to the Hussians, and
then appear utterly dumfounded when
the bribes are not accepted and they
are confronted with the alternative of
working or starving.

Government Quickly Installed.

it took the Germans just about one
weelt to install in the province of War-
saw, the most important in all Poland,
a government that, for the smoothness
of its operation. seems remarkable un-
der the circumstances.
Only a few days after the fall of
Warsaw it was announced that Gen.
von Heseler had been appointed gov-
ernor general, not only of the city, hut
of the dizstrict, comprising some seventy
square kilometers, Like von Bissing
of Belgium, he i= the supreme author-
ity, with powers infinitely greater than
the empeéror npossesses n relation to
Germany. Under von Beseler stand
Gen. von Etzdorff as governor of the
city of Warsaw and military chief, and
his exceilenry Kries as administrative
ehief in charge of all civilian matters.
1'nder them stands Pollce President von
Glasenapp, former police presldent of
(‘ologne, who exerts both military and
¢ivil authority, the first
rection of von Etzdorff, the second un-
der Kries. Upon him falls the burden
of detail work, the practical adminis-
tration of the city and its subur s
first ald is Mayor Sahm, former mayor
of the city of Bochum, an expert in ad-
ministrative matters In addition are,
in the police department. any nunber
of men who are experts in their partic-
ular lines and who head the various
departments,
The Germans found, on ta
a “citizens committes” of Pol
d Jews, headed by Prince Lubeon
ski, into whose hands the Russians d
econfided the welfare of the eity. This
nittee was allaying as best it could
necds of the oeonle in charitable
and wrestling with the Tfood
probiem

The Germans Immediately
eial recognifion to the committes
prepared to work hand in hand
it But one subcommittes, that
charge of the coal problem, has |
|disbanded. Prince Lubomirski
pies & sort of DOEILION,
first, the nativ vor, and secondly
1t'n- committee head in its work for
charity and food supplies,

War-
8
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Under Police Regulations.

Not only Warsaw «
trict of Warsaw
adjoining Lhe
to the police rules and regulations.

The branch departments of the praesi-
dium incliude a burean of communal af-

ity but the dis-
that of Radzymin
northeast

tey are sub

fairs of the district exclusive of War-
gaw district. s bread and four depart-
ment: & complaint departmeni, where,
for Instanece, citizens lodge 0 aints
against bakers; a customs office; a
veterinary d artment, which hams had
AN ENOrmous =k in rvidding the ity
of mad dogs: a censorship bureau which
passes on all plays and Almsisa pass

division which issues credentials 1o the
restdents of the district: an employ-
ment burean, and a division which as-
sigts the wives of former German resi-

e # of Warsaw who are intérned in
Siberia and elsewhere.
For the first time in approximately

100 vears the Poles are now permitted
to produce their native-—and anti-Hus-

sian—plays, Warsaw today hae six
theaters, including an opera house,
running full blast. Each Is packed to

the doors night after night, partly with
German officers and soldiers, for the
moat part with Poles,
I By all means the most popular pro-
duection is play purporting tu show
the cruelties attending the domination
|of Poland by the Russians, It is his-
torically old, but never has been al-
lowed before,

In the ope

house =ome of the more

popular operas as well as & number of
purely FPolish produection= are given,
There 18 a really excellent orchestra

and, especially, a4 number of first-rite
dancers. By all odds the favorite opera
18 “Carmen,” which s given two and
sometimes three times a week,

The stage setting and stage manage-
ment of exch and every theatrical or
musical groduction seem to give ovi-
dence of & very elemental and undevel-
oped taste,

Battle Against Djsease.

It has taken the most strenucus ef-

forts of German medical forces 1o
overcome the epidemics of typhoid,
smallpox, rabies and other diseases
that they found prevalent in Poland
when they atrived. They had to con-
tend not only with a shortage of

medicaments, but also with the dis-

FPoland the sand stretches are being

trugt of the people and a distinct op-

under the di- !

I

seventy-five |
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The Polish population in general has| . giscase,
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position to vaccination that was over-
come only with ditfficulty.

Poland was immediately divided up
inte forty-nine secrtions, In thirty-five
of which it was possible to install Ger-
man physicians, and additional doctors
are being brought in as fast as pos-
sible. ‘The first duty was to establish
sanitary conditions. With but few ex-
ceptions the cities and towns had never
heard of a drainage system. The
reets were disease breeders, and the
pubtlic convenience stations were dan-
gerous in the highest degree. In many
places, including Lodz with its 400,000
inhabitants, the public was dependent
for water on wells that were spreaders
Seven thousand of Lodz's

SERBIAN GUERRILLA
DEALS OUT JUSTICE

Name of “Babounsky” Has
Become a Terror to
Evildoers.

10,060 wells have been examined and |
purified, and the balance will be fit
for us=e within a few weeks.

Much to the astonishment of the

Polish population, and not without op-
position, the official notification of dis-
ease was renquired, especially in the
prisons, the hospitals and other public
institutions where the Germans found
cholera, typhoid and typhus rife. The
opposition to these measures was such
that it was necessary to lay down se-
vere penalties for failure to comply
with the new regulations.

Even the schocls were discovered tlo
be disease hreeders, through theime-
dium of teachers who were sick. Great
as the shprtage of instructors was, and
is, many had to be forbidden atiend-
ance on their schools in order to t_'ht_?l.']-\‘
epidemics, A thorough house-cleaning
of hospitals, gchools and houses
throughout the length and breadth of
Poland wus immediately hegun. [

Smallpox was the worst thing with
which the Germans had to combat.
They found an epidemic of it that ran
i1t 2 northeasterly direction. and which
was checked only by the vaccination of
between 400,000 and 500,000 persons.
The epidemic is broken now, but the
vaccination of all the population is im-
possible because of a latck of personnel
and of vaccine.

Cholera Is Stamped Out.

Typhus to a smaller extent existed,

principally in Lodz, where strict German
methods were introduced, Cholera was
prevalent along the right bank of the
Vistula, practically all of which has been
stamped out by this time. To prevent
the disease from traveling into Germany,
via the water route, cholera ;lr(-\'em}_-m
stations were installed all along the Vis-
tula from Warsaw to Thorn. Only in-
fected wounnded or ners not far ﬂnough
advanced to give evidences of the di=-
ease have ever carried it into Germany.
Such hospitals as existed n Poland
were in part destroyed when the Ger-
mans arrived, and the Iatter had to erect
new structures in addition to putting the
old ones in commission again.

hospitals, six  disinfecting
ments, each capable of hapdling 12,000
persons da fourteen smaller institu-
tions of the sume sort and countless fm-
proviged sterilizers have been built
during the past few months,

The (iermans found uan astonishing
number of mad dogs, which apparently
had acguired the rabies 1 starvation
and by feeding on the stagnant remains
of Tuod not destroyed b Many =ol-
diers were Litten and infected. Dogs by
the hundreds have been sbot,
hospitals have been supplied
very latest and most effective
bia preventives and curatives

Since the German medical forces not
only must handle disease but also pre-
vent it where possible, the strictest pos-
sible wateh is kept on all foodaruffs, A
bureast has heen established which main
taing  veterina sSUrgeons, lines
slattghter houses and prosecutes purvey-
ors of impure foods,

In order thal exisfng nee might be
supplted, the exportation 1 in Ger-
many on certaln medicaments was Hited
and Poland today Is in a position to re-
eeive all toat it needs in the pliarmaceu-
tical line. Pharmacists in Poland are re.
gquired to Hst all their =upplies and sg
ulation in sach supplies has been

with the
hydropho-

Té=
] to a mintmum by heavy peaalties.

 hvgiene,” declared the physi-
cian in charge of all the work in Poland,
“remains #s a heritage 1o whatever gov-
ernment takeds churge, We have estab-

lished & basls on which others in the

future can build”
The Ruffed Grouse, Too.

Frong the Minneapoli=s Journal.

The pinnated grouse. or prairie
chicrken, is by no means the only de-
Psirable gome bird whose extinction is
threatened in Minnesota, The ruffed

grouse, or partridege, is in even grealer
danger. Its growing scarcity has been
noted by many truvelers along country
roads, who are accustomed (o seeing
many of th birds feeding along the

. especis in August. This year
few were seen, where heretofore
have heell HUMerous.

1y

they

1t s probable that the automobile is
in large part respousible for the rapid
digsappearance of the ruffed grouse, for

phile has completely changed
ong under which the bird is
In former days hunters went
onece a week, where now
they e¢an go every afterncon. The
radius of their activity has also been
greatly inceeased, so that places that
were once bheyond their reach are now
within easy motoring distance. Thus
what were practically game refuges
are no longer such.

Psalms But No Sams.

From the Boston Transeript,

Mre. X., suspecting the coolk was en-
tertaining her heau in the kitchan, call-
ed Martha and said she thought she
heard some one talking with her.

“0Oh, no, ma'am,” said the quick-wit-
ted Martha, *“it was only me singing a
psalm.”

“All right, then' returned her mis-
tress, “You may amuse yourself with
psalms, but let's have no hims."

fhe aute
the condi
hunted.

out perhaps

An order of December 27 prohibits
the exportation of butter from France
to allied countries and to the United
States,

P\
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|GIVES A SHORT SHRIFT
| TO TRAITORS TO COUNTRY

Was Country School Teacher Before
Taking Up Arms in First
Balkan War.

Carrespundence of the Assoclated Press.

GEVGHELI, Serbia, November
One of the most picturesgue figures of
the European war Is the Serbian “komi-
tadji,” or guerrilla Ivan Stoikavitch,
|known to fame as “Babounkky.” The
| name is drawn from the famous Ba-
bouna pass, where recently the Serbs
!F.O long held the Invading Bulgarlane
at bay. Ivan Stoikovitch comes from
|that part of Serbia and is therefore
{known to his followers and to the
Serhian population at large by a nick-
'name indieating the fact.

| A slight man, tall, with honeat gray-
blue eyves and the pale features of a

student, he impresses the stranger with
anything but the terror which his
name inspires. Nor do hls looks belie
I his real profession. For the redoubt-
able “Babounsky" was a school teacher
until, fired by an ardent patriotism, he

"o

gave up his eclasses to gather about
‘him a band of intrepid spirits in the
|fight for the releanse of the Turkish

part of Serbla from the Ottoman yoke.

Even since the first Balkan war he
and his followers have been under
arms. Unrecognized by the laws of war,
they have taken their own risks of
capture and instant execution. Their
|refuge is in the Serbian mountains, and
ythey have Leen willing to trust their
| security to their own astuteness and
| the imipregnability of their numerous
hiding places.

{ Kept Band Under Arms.

| During

the hrief periods separating
the first Balkan war from the second,
tanid the second DPalkan war from the

| present Enrepean struggle, the inter-
EE

||::xI administration of Serbia was in

such state of disorder that it seemed
llu “Habounsky” better to retain his
'bund under arms and to assist in the
dministration of a rough and ready
justice than to send his followers to
|'|!1f_-ir own firesides. In this capacity,
leven in the short ervals of peace, he
| kept his name as kind of modern
Robin Hood-—the friend of the weal
| and the terror of the evildoer.

| HEspecially since the complete break-
down of the Serbian administration,
- flight of the government
Seutari, has “Babounsky™ become a
age of prime importance in Ser-
¢ the advancing German and
i town after town was
Sometimes the Inhabitants
able to take o few of their be-
longings with them; more often they
were forced to leave with the clothes
thevy wore uas their only possessions.
Hut especialiy in the southern part of
| Serbia, whe the greater part of the
linhahitants are really of Turkish or
| F an extra on, only the Serbs
| fled and the Turks and the Bulgarians
if"?ll:li]:l‘fl. While waitipg for the ar-
rrival of the armies of their compa-
triots they were nol averse to going
through the déserted Serbian dwelllngs
and acquiring a few useful artleles
“Babounsky' did not approve of this
Naturally, the deserted dwellings and
all in them would fall into the hands
of the conquerors, That was all right—
the chance of war. But that former
neighbors should do the looting was
not in “Babounsky's" code. And those
who tried it were deall with®in a most
SUMINAry Nanner.

Short Shrift for Bulgars.

Whoever among the Bulgarians was
suspected of glving information to the
advancing Bulgar armies also received
short shrift. A story iz told of the
first Balkan war, when a certain
p=eudo-Serb, known as “"Kechko,"” was
suspected of treason to the Serblan
cause, “Babounsky's'” band appeared
upon the scene one night and “"Kechko"
and four others were arrested, tried in
secret by the band at midnight and
sentenced to be “sent to Saloniki'"—
thut is, taken to the banks of the Var-
dur river, stabbed and thrown in, their
bodies to drift down with the current
tn Saloniki. All five were lined up
on the bank. *“Babounsky” gave the
signal for the fatal blows to be struck.
But, unfortunately, “Kechko's” execu-
tioner, a lawyer from Belgrade, hud
never killed a man before and his hand
slipped. The flve bodies were thrust
into - the Vardar, but *“Kechko” was
still alive.

following Ll
1o

A week later the Serbian congul at
Saloniki was called to the hospital.
“Kechko' told him the story of his

escape from death, but begied that it
be kept secret untll after his departure
for the United States. Ultimately re-

covered from the unskillful stab of the
Belgrade lawyer, “Kechko" quietly de-
parted for America, where he llves
s]tlilll. unterrified by the famous guer-
rilla.

Whenever the allied troops have need
of fresh meat or wood or mules one
of the officers acquaints a Serbian with
what i8 required. The next day twen-
ty sheep, two cords of wood or a hun-
dred mules are brought into Negotin or
Raphadar, as the case may be, by a
Serblan peasant. The peasant coliects
an equitable sum for the goods deliv-
ered and In time each Serbian who has
been involuntarily levied upon for lamb
or wood or mule receives his payment.
“Babounsky" does not even Kkeep a
commisslon.

When, too, either Serb or Bulgar in
one of the towns occupied by the al-
lied troops behaves in a grasping or
dishonest way toward the ¥rench or
the British it is8 not long before the
punishment arrives. The punishment
may take various forms, from death
for treason to a dozen blows with a
stout stick for cheating one of Serbia’s
allies, The punishments, however, ars

iare. “Babounsky’s" reputation i{s too
well  known. The magic phrase:
“Listen, my friend: 1 shall =ee that

‘Babounsky’ hears of this!”
has its effect.

On the Front in Serbia.

KRIVOLAK, Serbia, December 4, 1915,
—HKrivolak is the debarkation point of
the French armies in the fleld in the
Balkan campaign—as a village, it is
amall and unclean, with more the char-
acter of a Turkish or a Bulgarian than
a Serbian town. There are no accom-
modatlons for anybody. The railway
station, with its chimney knocked
down by a Bulgarian shell. is the most
imposing building. To the east is the
Vardar, still swollen with rains, shift-
ing, uncertain, narrow, deep, To the
north, where the Vardar bends in a
westerly direction, is what the French
call “The English bridge”—a pontoon
structure for the building of which the
British army lent the men and the ma-
terials. To the southeast is a hill,
commanding as an arttllery position
every nook and corner of the curve of
the river” To the north beyvond the
Vardar is the key of the whole French
ho]s}tion—the mountain of Kara Hod-
zali.

Strong as the point is naturally—and
the French Balkan campaign so far has
almost confined itself to the tactics of
occupving and holding If possible the
maximum mnumber of strong natural
positions—it is open to hostile bom-
bardment from the hills on the opposite
shore of the river. A few moments ago
half a dozen large caliber shells fell in
the river near the English bridge. Just
now one has fallen on the hillside to
the southeast of the station. Constarit-
1v the bridge, the station and the rail-
road are the mark of Bulgarian long-
range artillery, But the mark is too
distant. The Bulgarian artillery fire
Eeneially is excellent, but it lacks the
seientific aceuracy of the French, and
a8 vet the Bulgars have no aeroplanes
to verify their fire. as the French have,
S0 Krivolak remains unharmed. Short-
I¥ the hills to the east are to be
cleaned of thelr batteries. Then Krivo-
lak will be tranquil.

generally

Journey Seems Interminable,

The journey from Saloniki to Krivo-
lak by the single track railroad seems
interminable. Fifteen hours to do sev-
entv-five miles. The French complain

bitterly that the delay is in the Greek
end of the line. Already French engi-
tieers are double-tracking the railroad
from the Greek-Serbian frontier north.

There are no fixed train lines, Ev-
erything is subservient to the trans-
port of troops, munitions, suppliex. On
the return journey it is the transport
of the wounded—of armies needing re-
piir, of empty rolling stock, of which
there is too little. There is but one
passenger coach on the train, crowded
with officers charged with the com-
munications of the various armiea en-
gaged—for the telegraph wires are also
uncertain-—with sanitary officers, medi-
cal officers, commissary staff and a few
civilians, bound for Greek villages be-
tween Saloniki and the froutier. The
statlon at Baloniki is a military one,
a eouple of miles from the town, in the
midst of fields flowering with the tents
of the Hritish., finally beginning to
move toward the front.

The train is long—all freight ears
sive the one reserved for the more
distinguished. But almost all of the

freight cars have their human load as

well. The men sleep on straw on the
floor throughout the wearisome jour-
ney.

At Strumitsa station a Serbian officer
comes quietly down the corridor. "All
lights out!” he ordered. “From here
on the railway is within range of the

enemy. They generally drop a few
shells at passing trains if they see
them.” The order seems superfluous

in view of the fact that the car is un-
provided with any lighting system—or
at least any that works. But a few

men have provided themselves with
candles and it is these that must bes
extinguished.

“Friends' of Babounsky.

Slowly the train approaches kilometer
8%, where the railway crosses the Var-
dar to the side of the Bulgarlans. The
bridge was destroyed three yeare ago

in the last Balkan war—and has not
been properly rebuilt since. The train
creeps acrossg it. The swirling waters
of the Vardar are white in the moon-
light. Against a sand bar the current
has washed three black objects. Logs?
As the trains pass close to them, thos2
who have looked out of the train win-
dows see that one of the black objects
ends in a white oval—a face upturned
to the moon. The eyves are hlack-
shadowed holes. The mouth is wide
open. A mat of hair alternately covers
and reveals the wet glittering forehead
In time with the little backwaters of
the river from the sand bar.

"“Good God, what are those?”

“Some of Babounsky's acquaintanoces,”
says the French officer.

WAR FINDS VENICE
SHORN OF GAYETY

Tourists No Longer Come and
Canals Are Almost
Deserted.

FOOD FAIRLY PLENTIFUL,
BUT PRICES HAVE SOARED

Always Over Ancient City Hangs the
Ifemr of Bombs From
the Air.

Corr dence of the A i Press.

VENICE, December 7.—Take a gon-
dola for a trip through the Grand Canal
during these war days and ona sees
many changes im the centers of inter-
est well known to travelers and read-
ers—the war dress of homes of Lord
Byron and the Composer Wagner, of
the Poet Browning and the American
writer, W. D. Howells; the romantic
palace where Desdemona waited for
Othello, and farther along, in the mar-
ket quarter near the Rialto bridge, the
housze of Shylock, the quaint building
standing there unchanged today, but
now used as a butcher's shop, where
a lusty Italian butcher exacts Shylock
war prices of 90 cents a kllo for the
pounds of flesh dealt over the counter.

Starting from the quay San Marco,
the broad lagoons entering the Grand
Canal have an air of martial and naval
preparation rather than the usual car-
nival aspect which marks this center.
The quays are lined with soldiers and
sailors, and the gondolas are carrying
great loads of war supplies back and
forth and transporting troops and ma-
rines from point to polnt, while the
launches from the warships dart in
and out among the gondolas.

Ordinarily there are 2,600 gondolas in
regular service—600 private and 2,000
public—but only a very few of these
remain in use owing to the terror in-
spired by the bomb raids. Most of the
wealthy residents have hurriedly left
for the south, and there are no tour-
ists to make use of the public gondolas.
Only one first-class hotel remains open,
and half of it is given over to a hos-
pital for -the wounded brought in from
nearby fighting lines.

Red Cross Headquarters.

Entering the Grand Canal, the great
domes of Santa Maria della Salute
stand out on the left, but alwayvs with
their war trappings, for here is located
the headquarters of the army Red
Cross, where most of the work of the
field hospitals Is regulated. The
Palace Venier, next to the church, is
similarly used for army hospital ad-
ministration, and the Red Cro=s flags
are flying everywhere as a warning
of immunity from bomb raids. Farther
up the canal on the right is the house
of Desdemona. Just what Desdemona
did in her day Is a matter of tradition
and Shakesperean romance. Now the

old }mhce is owned by a rich merchant
family, but which has fled to the
south; the curtains are drawn, the

lower windows guarded by steel shut-
tergs and the gardens neglected.

On the left of the canal is a row of
palaces often occupied by prominent
American families, Two of these, the
Palace Balbi-Valier and the Polignac,
are closed and closely shuttered, while
most of the others in the guarter are
partially abandoned. Opposite this
group is the Palace Fallier, where W.
D. Howells lived while he wrote his
scenes from Venetian life. It is one
of the few places still showing life and
actlvity, and the well kept gardens are
full of flowers, which hang Into the
canals flanking it in front and along
one glde. Just across the Grand Canal
is the Palace Rezzonico, where Robert
Browning lived and died. Usually this
is a very gay quarter, with crowds of
gondolas passing and the palaces alive
with brilliant entertainment. Bul now
all is silent and Iugubrious and the
few gondolas creep along like In-
dian canoes on a deserted river.

One touch of life has been given to
this quarter by some American artists,
who have pulled down an old palace
and ‘built a very showy front reach-
ing down to the water. The bright yel-
low and red are in marked contrast
with the somber palaces all around.
The military escort accompanying the
party pointed out an abandoned gar-
den, with a fine old palace built only
to the first story.

Warning Against Gambling.

“There is a story there,” said the
military escort. “That palace was be-
gun by a son of one of the doges
but the son got to gambling, lost all
his money and mortgaged the palace
vetr unfinished. And s=o the old doge
ordered that all work on the palace
should be stopped, and never again
started, as an everlasting warning
against gambling. And there it stands
today, after 400 vedrs, just as it stood
when work was stopped, still giving its
warning.”

Farther along on the left is the gray
stone building used as the Austrian

consulate until Italy declared war
against Austria. The flagstaff, which
used to bear the Austrian ecolors,

stretches over the canal, but the place
iz deserted. Up =a side canal is the
former German consulate, also desert-
ed. They were two of the most active
centers of entertalnment and official
exchange during peace times,

In front of Lthie former German consn-
late dredges are now at work cleaning
out the side canals. This is a mammoth
work, done every 200 years in the
Grand canal, and every t\f’enty years In
the side canuls. The present absence
of traffic has given opportunity for this
scouring. Great masses of black mud
are brought up and carried out to sea.
All the sewage of Venice empties into
these canals, but the tides of the Adri-
atic sweep out the 'sewage and keep
the city in a reasonably healthy con-
ditign.

In the market section of the city the
Grand canal shows its usual activity,
with the fish and vegetable markets
surrounded by boats and crowded with
customers. Venice has recently fini
ed a veritable palace for its fish mar
ket, and the military escort told how
this had come about.

“The queen came here about five
yvears ago,” said he. *“She was shown
the beauties of the Grand canal and ad-
mired them greatly—all except the old
fish market. She declared that was a
blot and a scandal. And so the city de-
cided to spend a million francs for a
new market. And yet, the gueen has
never since come hére to see this bulld-
ing erected to meet her taste, and Ven-
ice is beginning to ask whether it was
really worth while to spend se much
money to meet a woman's whim.”

Weight Increases Strength.

The Rialto bridge is the very heart
of the busy merchant quarter. This
famous bridge is the only one known
to have been made stronger by increas-
ing its weight. Tt begaun to crack at
the gutset and the architect said, *‘Add
more weight.”

Bazaars and stores were, therefore,
added all along the bridge, greatly in-
creasing its weight, and this so stead- !
jed it that it stands secure today. One
of the bomb raids was in this vicinity,
and the people crowded the bridge and
guays, watching the aircraft as it
dropped its hombs. One of them was
the bomb which destroyed the famous
Secalzi Church, nearby.

The house of Shyloek, not far from
the Rialto bridge, is a small two-story
rough-stone structure. The first floor
is now & butcher shop. A price list of
meat hung back of the butcher's stalls,
the pricea being fixed by the city. They

showed the effect of war stringency in

| the allies are
| that

meat. Beefsteak was set down at 9
cents a kilo, and beef and mutton at
60 and 80 cents. The cause of this, ths
butcher explained, was that the army
used 80 much meat. The butcher was
very suspicious while hig price list was
being examined and finally said: .
“Are you Germans? We have to ba
on the lookout always for Germans.”
The markets and stores in the vicinity
showed war prices prevalling every-
where, owing to the military demand,
ex t on some vegetables and fruir.
Caufiflower was & cents, turnips, €
cen a kilo; potatoes, 8 cents a kilo.
Apples and pears were from 40 to 70
centimes a kilo. Eggs were 3 cents
each—quite cheap. Rutter was high,
and beans &articularly high, becauss
the supply from Galicia had been cut
off by the war. :

The working classes .continue to get
meals at reasonably cheap rates, owing
to orders given by the city authorities,
Bhops for the poor are selllng soup at 2
cents a plate, and. with bread, 3 cents.
A big slice of maize cake Is 1 cent, and
with baked fish, 2 cents. The price of
hread is kept down by municlpal regu-
lations and the quality of the bread
kept up.

King Fines SBhopkeeper.

King Victer Emmanue! went into one
of these bread shops not long ago. It
was soon whispered about that this
was the king, and the proprietor of tha
shop hastily looked up some very fins
bread, which he spread before his maj-
esty.

“And why this superior bread?” sal§
the king.

“Becauss vou are the king,” sald the
astonished shopman.

“But in the matter of bread the king
and the people are all the same,” re-
plied King Vietor, sternly. “You have
offended against the law, which res
quires all bread to be of equal %ﬂlil!
and you are ordered to pay a filne of
500 lira for the offense.”

War signs are evident in the fisk
market, nearby. All fishing in the
Adriatic has been suspended, owing te
the fear of submarines, and also to pre-
vent fishermen from having any chance
to communicate with the nearby enemy.
Fishing is, therefore, confined to the
inshores and lagoons, and prices have
soared—about 80 cents a kilo for tha
fine grades of fish, down to as little an
10 cents a kilo for poor grades and
minnows, which are boiled in bulk. The
city has even made provision for the
school children to get hot meals during
war times, and shops are provided sell-
ing hot potatoes and hot chestnuts.

Altogether, Venice In lta war dress
ghows the plain effect of the strain it is
under in being the center of the war
zone, but the people are not suffering,
supplies are adequate, though at con-
giderably advanced prices, and the
spirit of the people shares in the cu-
thusiasm of the soldiers for pressing
the war until victory Is secured.

TURKS NO LONGER FEAR
INVASION BY THE ALLIES

Say Gallipoli Peninsula Will Be
Safeguarded by German and
Austrian Batteries.

Correspondence of the Associnted Press.

CONSTANTINOPLE,
The withdrawal of a large portion of
the allied troops on the Gallipoli penin-
sula was almost colncident with the
arrival at the Turkish front of heavy
German and Austrian batteries, which
are so formidable that the people of
Constantinople believe there is mno
longer the slightest doubt as to the
ability of the Ottoman army ‘o clear
the peninsula of the Invaders. Large
shipments of ammunition for the Turk-
ish artillery also recenily reached the
Dardanelles coast batteries and the
field guns, and according to indications
in the Turkizh official report the Otteo-
man troops are constantly increasing
their effectiveness in artillery fire,

During the last interview which the
Associated FPress correspondent had
with Field Marshal Liman von Sanders
Pasha the latter poinfed out that with
sufficient artillery st his disposal the
allied troops would find it difficult to
remain on the peninsula, especially if
their artillery was able to keép the
British and French men-of-war from
coming too close to the coast.

Turks Faced Serious Problem.

As pointed out ip previous dispatches,
the lack of suflicient artillery and am-
munition proved at times a sore prob=
lem for the Turkish troops. The Turk-
ish artillery fire was always weak, and
the allied warships were able to tuke
the Turkish positions under the most
galling fire without running the glight-
est risk, exrcept that occasioned by the
presence of German submarines. It
was only occasionally that one of the
allied ships, venturing in too close.
was hit. The fire of the British moni-
tors also, by reason of being “high
curve,” made certain exposed trenches
of the Turks next to untenable. But
the Turkish infantry stoed its grouand
so bravely that it has become a popular

saving in Constantinople that th de-
fended tallipoli “with their naked
breasts.”

The installment of the heavy German
and Austrian guns will make it neces-
sary for the British monitors, torpedo
boats and cruisers to keep al & re-
spectful distance ufter this With the
allied trenches also exposed to the fire

of heavy mortars, It Is declared that
the fate of the British and French
troops on the Gallipoli peninsula is
sealed. In fact, say the Turkish au-
thorities, to take them away while
there is yvet a chance would be an act
of mercy. The prospects of success for

declared to be so shight
it would regulre an expenditure
of men and material twice as great as
has already been made to bring the
British and Freneh any closer to Con-
stantinople.

Equipped With Modern Rifles.

Although tens of thousands of the
Turkish infantrymen fought for some
time with rifles of the antigue Snyder
tvpe, they have all now been equipped
with modern models, notably the rifles
taken from the Russians. The grealt
scarcity of machine guns in the Otto-
man #rmy is also a thing of the past
Fveryvthing that counld tend to place
the Turkish army on an equal foot-
ing with the best organization in En-
rope has been rushes here sinece the
opening of traffic on the Danube

Today it has become a question
whether or not it iz poesible for the
allies to remove the reat of their

troops without losing p great share of
them. The transports, if brought in-
shore to embark the troops, would be
under a terrible fire by the new Turk-
jsh batteries, even if a powerful Brit-
t=h and French feet were assembled
to protect the retreat.

ﬂ;'wny did be =et married on Feh

“He =ald be didn't want his wife
to remind him of his wedding anni.
VerSary every year.”

December 15—



